/1 '\| SECOND READING: Romans 8:18-25
B The Dancing Cat by Justine Rendal

A toy cat loves clancing, but her owner, a young girl, likes her toys to lcight. The. other toys tell the
cat that if she does not figh{:, she will be too dull to bother with. She tries, but her heart is not in it.
Finally she refuses and is tossed aside. Rejected she fears she will never be free to dance. The next
ciay her owner’s cousin, Ben, comes to visit. He sees the cat and tells her he would love to have such
a heautiful cat. The girl gladly gives the cat to Ben who takes it home where the cat is finally recog-

nized for what she is ... a dancing cat. Ages 4-9

been “groaning in labor pain” including us.

In this passage Paul tells us that all of creation has
As adopte_d children of Gocl, we are still learning, growing, and testing the limits, like any child.

However, just as any parent would never think of rejecting an adopted child, no matter what the

child does, God also would not think of rejecting us. Goc}, unlike the young girl in this story,
will take us as we are and WLH help us strive to make our lives full ancl joyful. Growing canl l:ue

painful and does take patience, If you find yourself rejectecl by those around you or enduring
great pain, remember that your adopted Father will provide a “Ben” for you, too, and bring you

out of the darkness and into the 1ight.
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/] \| GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

“Thie Hare and the Hedgehog® firg |

I Holland’s Fox and Cat: Amim Kevin Crossiey-
. b e Comstey Holnes

arrogant hare makes tun of a hedgehog's feet, The hed )

the only way he' ci';anrl:l1 beat the hare is ]Jy outfoxin g }n';_ e Ogih?fecgzge;lfg:fl him ’coI arace. He knows
stand at the finish line Of the race and he stands at the starting point The e e TCEHS his wife to
hare gets to the end he finds the Ilec{gehog's wife already stanc[ingpthere. detfzfi l)egms. When the
ouf;rlun }nm He .cannot believe it and chaﬂenges the Iléﬂlgehog to a:(lat}l 1ks the .hedgehog has
results. 'This continues th_rough 73 races. Fxhausted on the 74dh » L er race, with the same
middle of the course. Grades K-4 1 race; the hare 61YOPS dead in t}

1e

In this parable, Jesus reassures us that despite ¢
it all right. He i our patient, loving Fat Per ) hj ::ieﬁdjotthaij ?rzwi,: iod has the ability to make
To any farmer, this Iogic makes no sense at all. The same fOUJc] E 'ed“f'efecls unti] the harvest_
story. Exfetyone around him thought he was crazy to chaﬂenge ane i {i ihe hedgehog in this
ar(.)u_mf him. However, he, like God, knew that what often seems tani)ma'lﬂt ?t sould run circles
thmg that safres ifhe c!ay. Pray to God for the patience, wisdo o edllogma] can be just the
appears to be illogical and hopeless and accept that notln’rlg, is impzs?ﬁe cI,\‘Tretto e iaSt what
. Ol a race between

heclgehog and a hare, not weed and wheat growing in the same field absolutely noth;
_ ely notning.




